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Unit Focus

In this unit, students focus on the study of community leaders including George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Amelia Earhart, Susan B.
Anthony, Eleanor Roosevelt, Benjamin Franklin and Martin Luther King. Discussion will focus on how these leaders created change in their
communities. Reading instruction will focus on summarizing a fictional piece of writing, comparing and contrasting points made about a topic in
different texts, and asking and answering questions to demonstrate understanding of key details in a non-fiction text. In writing, students will
learn how to write informational paragraphs and continue to learn narrative writing strategies. Skill instruction in this theme includes a focus on
the sounds of -ow, and r-controlled vowels, identification of compound words, and proper use and formation of verbs in the present and past
tense (including both regular and irregular verbs). Primary instructional materials for this unit include: Amelia and Eleanor Go for a Ride by
Pamela Munoz Ryan, Now and Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin by Gene Barretta, Susan B. Anthony: Fighter for WomenÂ's
Rights by Deborah Hopkinson, National Geographic Readers: Martin Luther King, Jr. by Kitson Jazynka, A. Lincoln and Me by Louise Borden, and
George WashingtonÂ's Teeth by Deborah Chandra. Whole class read-alouds include: A Picture Book of Martin Luther, King, Jr. by David Adler,
Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa by Erica Silverman, Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens, and MartinÂ's Big Words by Doreen Rappaport.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 2

Ask and answer such questions as who,
what, where, when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of key
details in a text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.2.1
Ask and answer such questions as who,
what, where, when, why, and how to

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic:  Students will be able to understand how communities operate, change, and grow
and will discover their roles as contributing members of a community.
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demonstrate understanding of key
details in a text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.2.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.1
Recount stories, including fables and
folktales from diverse cultures, and
determine their central message,
lesson, or moral. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.2.2
Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they introduce a topic, use facts
and definitions to develop points, and
provide a concluding statement or
section. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2
Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words
and phrases based on grade 2 reading
and content, choosing flexibly from an
array of strategies. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.2.4
Compare and contrast the most
important points presented by two
texts on the same topic. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.2.9

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U200) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U201) Identifying the genre of a text,
and how the purpose, point of view, and
organizational structure helps readers
analyze and comprehend the text.
U3 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U4 (U106) Critical readers (reflect on and)
question the text, consider different
perspectives, and look for author bias.
U5

Reading: Craft and Structure: Authors and
speakers can express similar ideas within
and across genres.

U6 (U203) By comparing texts, readers
often gain greater insight into those texts.
U7 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U8 (U701) Writers use a recursive process
(e.g. planning, drafting, revising, editing,
and publishing) to hone their piece.
U9 (U901) Effective writers adhere to
established rules of grammar and
mechanics to ensure clarity based on the
context and mode of communication.
U10

Thematic: Effective leaders have the ability
to influence the direction of a group.

Q1 (Q105) What is the text really about (theme,
main idea)? (K-12)
Q2 (Q106) What do I need to know to
retell/summarize this text? (K-12)
Q3 (Q206) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q4 (Q207) What connections/insights can I gain
by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q5 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this particular
genre? (2-12)
Q6 (Q602) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q7 (Q900) Why do we have/need rules of
writing? (K-12)
Q8

Thematic: What are the qualities of a powerful
and effective leader?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill
© Eduplanet21 2018 Page 9 of 19 Report produced on: Tue, January 02, 2018 at 4 PM



Knowledge Skills

S1

Write a summary of a narrative (fiction)

S2

Recount stories (fables) and determine their 
central message or moral

S3

Identify key details in a text to answer 
questions

S4

Compare and contrast information about the 
same topic in more than one text

S5

Write informative paragraphs in which
students: introduce a topic; use facts and
definitions to support topic; and provide a
concluding statement
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